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7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Ranta (US Patent Number 6019050). Ranta (Figures 2-4 and 10) discloses a work 

surface capable of supporting a workpiece, comprising: a first member (12), a second 

member (41) having a first section (42) and a second section (44), a base member (46), 

said first member ratably hinged to said first section of said second member using 

rotable friction hinges (25) said rotable friction hinges providing for reversibly securely 

positioning said first member and said second member at a plurality of angles with 

respect to each other and with respect to said base member (see for example column 9 

lines 14-39), said base member ratably hinged to said second section of said second 

member, wherein said base member supports said device, but does not disclose the 

use of friction hinges between the base and second member. However, as described 

above, Ranta does disclose the use of friction hinges. Accordingly, it would have been 

obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to extend 

the use of friction hinges to the joint between the base and second members because 

this would allow the elimination of several components, simplifying the device. 
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2. Regarding claim 2 Ranta further discloses a support means (14) for supporting 
the workpiece on a first surface (viewed as A in Exhibit 1) of said first member. 




Exhibit 1: Ranta '050 Figures 2-4 and 10 
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3. Claims 8, 11, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ranta in view of and further in view of Collier (US Patent Number 3172636). 
Ranta (Figures 2-4 and 10) discloses a work surface as recited in claim 1 capable of 
supporting a workpiece, comprising: a first member (12), a second member (41) having 
a first section (42) and a second section (44), a base member (46), said first member 
rotably hinged to said first section of said second member using rotable friction hinges 
(25) said rotable friction hinges providing for reversibly securely positioning said first 
member and said second member at a plurality of angles with respect to each other and 
with respect to said base member (see for example column 9 lines 14-39), said base 
member rotably hinged to said second section of said second member, wherein said 
base member supports said device, but does not disclose the use of friction hinges 
between the base and second member or a base with an edge conformed to a shape of 
a person's lap. However, as described above, Ranta does disclose the use of friction 
hinges and it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to extend the use of friction hinges to the joint between the base 
and second members because this would allow the elimination of several components, 
simplifying the device. Further, Collier (Figure 3) discloses a work surface including a 
base member with a first edge (5) shaped to conform to a shape of a person's lap 
(curve 6). Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Ranta's work surface to use a solid base 
member with a first edge shaped to conform to a shape of a person's lap as taught by 
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Collier because this arrangement would increase the stability of Ranta's work surface 
and allow it to be more comfortably placed on a user's lap. 

4. Regarding claim 12 Ranta further discloses a support means (14) for supporting 
the workpiece on a first surface (viewed as A in Exhibit 1) of said first member. 



5. Claims 3-7, and 13-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ranta in view of Collier and further in view of Rifkin (US Patent 
Number 5083737). Ranta discloses a work surface as recited in claim 2 and, when 
modified by Collier as described above, claim 12 but does not disclose supporting the 
workpiece in various positions. Rifkin (Figures 1, 2, and 14) discloses a work holder 
(1 1) with a support means (28) for supporting the workpiece that is capable of being 
disposed in multiple positions (secured in holes labeled A in Exhibit 2). Accordingly, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to modify Ranta's work surface to include a workpiece support means able to be 




Collier '636 Figure 3 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/788,528 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3637 

disposed in multiple positions as taught by Rifkin because this arrangement would make 
Ranta's work surface more versatile. 

6. Regarding claims 4 and 14, Ranta discloses a work surface as recited in claim 1 
and, when modified by Collier as described above, claim 1 1 but does not disclose a 
receptacle means functionally adapted for holding a work tool. Rifkin discloses a work 
holder comprising a receptacle means (20) for holding a work tool. Accordingly, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify Ranta's work surface to include a receptacle means for holding a work tool as 
taught by Rifkin because this addition would add considerable convenience for the user 
of the work surface. 

7. Regarding claims 5-7 and 15-17, Ranta discloses a work surface as recited in 
claim 1 and, when modified by Collier as described above, claim 1 1 but does not 
disclose a detachable holder means and means for storing the holder. Rifkin discloses 
at least one holder means (18) functionally adapted for holding a container, wherein 
said holder means are detachably attached to the device (see column 5 lines 33-34) 
and the work surface device further comprises means (80) for storing the detached 
container holder means. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the work surface of Ranta to 
include a detachable holder means and means for storing the holder as taught by Rifkin 
because this arrangement would further increase the versatility of Ranta's work surface 
by adding additional, removable storage. 
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Exhibit 2: Rifkin '737 Figures 1, 2, and 14 
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8. Claims 9, 10, 19, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ranta in view of Collier and further in view of the prior art. Ranta 
discloses a work surface as recited in claim 1 and, when modified by Collier as 
described above, claim 1 1 but does not disclose the material used. Varying the type of 
material used however is well known and it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to choose a suitable material based on 
a variety of criteria. Further, it is noted that Hansen (US Patent Number 5722586) 
discloses (column 2 lines 56-58) a work surface that is made of either wood or plastic. 

9. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ranta in 
view of Collier and further in view of Rifkin. Ranta (Figures 2-4 and 10) discloses a 
work surface capable of supporting a workpiece, comprising: a first planar member 
capable of workpiece support (12), a second member (41) having a first section (42) 
and a second section (44), a base member (46) for supporting the device on a surface, 
said first member ratably hinged to said first section of said second member using 
rotable friction hinges (25) said rotable friction hinges providing for reversibly securely 
positioning said first member and said second member at a plurality of angles with 
respect to each other and with respect to said base member (see for example column 9 
lines 14-39), said base member ratably hinged to said second section of said second 
member, and a support means (14) for supporting the workpiece on a first surface 
(viewed as A in Exhibit 1) of said first member, but does not disclose the use of friction 
hinges between the base and second member, a base with an edge conformed to a 
shape of a person's lap, or means for supporting the workpiece in various positions. 
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However, as described above, Ranta does disclose the use of friction hinges and it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to extend the use of friction hinges to the joint between the base and second 
members because this would allow the elimination of several components, simplifying 
the device. Further, Collier (Figure 3) discloses a work surface including a base 
member with a first edge (5) shaped to conform to a shape of a person's lap (curve 6). 
Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Ranta's work surface to use a planar base member with a 
first edge shaped to conform to a shape of a person's lap as taught by Collier because 
this arrangement would increase the stability of Ranta's work surface and allow it to be 
more comfortably placed on a user's lap. Finally, Rifkin (Figures 1, 2, and 14) discloses 
a work holder (11) with a support means (28) for supporting the workpiece that is 
capable of supporting a workpiece in various positions (secured in holes labeled A in 
Exhibit 2). Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Ranta's work surface to include a workpiece 
support means able to support a workpiece in various positions as taught by Rifkin 
because this arrangement would make Ranta's work surface more versatile. 



Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments, see page 7, filed 9 March 2006, with respect to the 35 
USC 112 rejection of claim 3 have been fully considered. The 35 USC 112 rejection of 
claim 3 has been withdrawn. 
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1 1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

12. It is noted that Applicant's remarks (see page 8) suggest that amended claim 1 
contains limitations which in fact were not added to the claim. Claim 1 was accordingly 
addressed as written, while the suggested additional limitations were effectively 
addressed in the 35 USC 103 rejection of claim 21 (where they were present). 



Conclusion 

1 3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The McCauley (US Patent Number 5078056), Altman (US 
Patent Number 4058066), and Sharp (US Patent Number 2199895) references are 
cited for disclosing work surfaces with adjustment schemes similar to the instant 
application. The Anthony reference (US Patent Number 297219) is cited for disclosing 
a work surface configured to be disposed on the lap of the user. The Chen reference 
(US Patent Number 6192806) is cited for disclosing an adjustable angle work surface. 
The Itou et al. reference (US Patent Number 6560092) is cited for disclosing a work 
board comprising a receptacle for holding a work tool. 

14. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Philip Gabler whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6038. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:30 AM to 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lanna Mai can be reached on (571) 272-6867. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



PFG fa 



4/4/2006 




JAMES O.HANSEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



